Shade Tree Board Meeting
Tuesday, September 25, 2018 at 12:00 p.m.
Development & Engineering Annex
Members Present: Amy Banks, Jo Benjamin, Dale Hughes, Tim Henderson, Will Jones, David May, Dennis Epperson, John
Thomason
Members absent: Matt Coleman, Milan Blake
Others in Attendance: Urban Forester Dan Hartman; Parks and Recreation secretary Karen Stovall; Cleveland
Utilities forester Nick Romito, City Council Tom Cassada; Assistant to City Manager Brian Moran
Called Meeting to Order: Amy Banks called the meeting to order.
NEW BUSINESS
Waive Reading of Minutes:
Minutes were emailed to members prior to the meeting. Tim Henderson made a motion to approve the July 24, 2018
meeting minutes. Jo Benjamin seconded the motion. All in favor. None Opposed. Motion carries.
Urban Forestry Report:
Dan Hartman handed out to members his July and August activity reports. Jo Benjamin asked who trimmed the crapes
on Ocoee Street. Dan said AT&T did that, their wires run through them.
Removal request at 1163 N Oocee:
Dan Hartman emailed board members on September 19, 2018 a removal request from Jerome Hammond, owner of
property located at 1163 N Ocoee. Request is for five Hackberry trees and is due to residue produced by aphids. Dan
stated he found a letter the Board sent in 2012 to another homeowner on Centenary and in that letter we agreed to
take the trees out if the homeowner agreed to pay for replacement of removed trees. Tim Henderson stated that we
should be consistent and if that’s what we did then, we should continue that. Dennis Epperson asked what the
difference is in these and the removal request of Hackberry’s at the Library. Jo Benjamin said it’s different at the Library
because those aren’t permanent parking spots for someone like it is on Centenary. Will Jones asked what would be put
back in? Dan Hartman stated most likely Bosque Elms, 2 ½ inches, approximately 13 feet tall. They cost approximately
$200 each. Dan stated there are actually six trees there and if all six are on Mr. Hammond’s property, we will go ahead
and do all six for uniform appearance. Tim Henderson made a motion to extend to homeowner the offer that City will
remove the trees if homeowner agrees to pay for replacement of removed trees. Dale Hughes seconded the motion.
All in favor. None Opposed. Motion carries.
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Cleveland Receives Grant for Planting Trees at New Park
CLEVELAND, TN –Members of the Cleveland City Council and Shade Tree Board celebrated the
city of Cleveland being selected as a grant recipient under the Tennessee Agricultural
Enhancement Program from the Tennessee Department of Agriculture’s Division of Forestry.

The city applied for this competitive grant earlier this year and will receive $8,910 from the state
of Tennessee. The city will match an additional $8,910 as required in the grant contract with a
total of $17,820 for the project.

Grant funds will be used to enhance tree canopies for shade coverage and landscaping at a new
park behind Blythe-Bower Elementary School. Tree planting will begin after November 1, 2018.

“We are thankful the state of Tennessee selected Cleveland as a recipient of this grant, said Mayor
Kevin Brooks. “We look forward to partnering with the state by increasing our urban tree canopy
while simultaneously creating a new recreational facility for our residents.”

Pictured left to right back row: Will Jones, Tim Henderson, Dan Hartman, Nick Romito, Dennis Epperson, and John Thomason.
Pictured left to right front row: Mayor Kevin Brooks, Amy Banks, Councilman Dale Hughes, Jo Benjamin, Councilman David May and
Councilman Tom Cassada.
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Below is a request about the Hackberry’s on Centenary Ave. I wanted to get you the information before Tuesday’s
meeting. Attached are some pictures I took of the area around the trees.
See you Tuesday, the 25th at Noon
Dan

From: Jerome Hammond <072394@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 17, 2018 10:32 AM
To: Dan Hartman <dhartman@clevelandtn.gov>
Cc: Vanessa Hammond <vhammond@leeuniversity.edu>
Subject: Hackberry Trees at 1163 North Ocoee
Dan,
Good morning. This is Jerome
Hammond. I live at the corner of
Centenary and Ocoee, 1163
North Ocoee.
I’m writing in regard to the 5
Hackberry trees that line
Centenary adjacent to my
property, specifically the annual
residue produced by the aphids.
Over the 15 years we’ve lived at
this address the residue has been
more than a simple nuisance, it
has caused damage to our trees,
grass, and shrubs that are
underneath the Hackberries. Last
winter I invested in a landscape
renovation that is suffering from
the aphid excretions.
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Can we talk soon about a solution to this ongoing problem? My first preference would be to replace the five
trees, with a priority to remove the three running alongside the brick wall, west of my driveway. In the
immediate, perhaps we could trim the branches that overhang my property.
Thank you, Dan. My cell is (423) 284-5007.
Jerome Hammond
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